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On Becoming President of Kansai Gaidai College
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Kazuko Tanimoto

President, Kansai Gaidai College
Honorary Vice Chair, Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association

This spring, I was appointed President of Kansai Gaidai College, and as such, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to you,
the members of the Alumni Association, for your ongoing support.

Kansai Gaidai College was established in 1953, prior to the establishment of the four-year university, and can be considered the
cornerstone of our academy. To date, over 91,000 students have graduated from the college, which exceeds the number of
graduates from the university. Two years from now, in 2023, we will celebrate the 70th anniversary of its founding.

Having positioned the college as the "first stage" of higher education, we have guided our students on to the "second stage" by way
of third-year university transfer and career support. With emphasis on practical learning and our philosophy of fostering human
resources who can contribute to the international community, it is a source of pride and encouragement for our students to see
their senior alumni taking key roles in various fields throughout society.

Due to a declining birthrate, the population of 18-year-olds continues to fall, creating difficult times for higher education institutions.
However, we are determined to maintain the homelike environment inherited from those who have come before us and strive to
enhance our learning environment by adhering to the spirit of “putting students first.”

Wishing you all good health, I look forward to the further development of the Alumni Association to serve as a bridge between
alumni and our students. Again, I thank you for your continued guidance and inspiration.
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Hideyuki Fujiki
Chair, Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association

Greetings fellow alumni. My name is Hideyuki Fujiki, and I have been re-elected as Chair for the Kansai Gaidai University Alumni
Association. As such, I will oversee the operations and activity of the Alumni Association for another two-year term.

The COVID-19 pandemic, which, as you know, has raged the world since last year, has had a great impact not only on our individual
lives but also on the operations of our alma mater. It has also had a great impact on the Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association.
Our annual Homecoming Day had to be cancelled as well as most branch events and activities. We can only hope that a wider
distribution of vaccines will help this corona catastrophe come to an end.

While this current situation is far from preferable, I look at it as an opportunity for the Alumni Association to make a fresh start by
returning to our fundamentals and realizing various measures, focusing on a post-pandemic world.

First of all, as we anxiously wait for the COVID-19 situation to be under control, we aim to resume our annual Homecoming Day as well as
the various alumni events organized by our branches, which unfortunately have had to be suspended. I believe that the resumption of these
events will bring us back to the basics of the Alumni Association, which is to provide opportunities for alumni members to come together and
will also serve as a starting point for this fresh start.

Our second aim is to increase recognition of the Alumni Association, particularly among graduates of the junior college. and as such, we
have made changes to the title of our association. Currently, among the 190,000 graduates of Kansai Gaidai, more than 90,000 of them are
from the junior college, which accounts for over half of the total number of graduates. However, the university-to-junior-college ratio of
graduates who partake in Alumni Association activity does not reflect these numbers. We shall create an environment to further raise
awareness of the Alumni Association and welcome them to actively participate in associated activity.

These aims shall make up the core of our operations for the next two years, and as such, I sincerely hope that as many alumni as possible
will take advantage of the various events and occasions organized by the Alumni Association, and to use them to renew old friendships.

On behalf of the Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association, I thank you for your continued support and invite you to join us in these endeavors.
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