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1st:Friday December 6th
Wild Turn of Witchcraft Phenomena
2nd:Friday December 13th
What Equates Contingency with Necessity
3rd:Friday December 20th
Sufferers and Witchcraft in a State of Cultural Flux

Speaker: Ph.D. Hidetoshi Kondo (Kansai Gaidai University)
Venue: Library & Media Center, Room 5206,

Nakamiya Campus
Time:  15:00~16:30 ‘ ™

At a glance, the sceneries of African cities do not greatly differ from those of Japanese cities;
skyscrapers, traffic jams, office workers flipping computers, families having fried chickens in the
shopping mall, and so on. However, there is a certain spiritual matter which African people
including city dwellers fear from time to time in their everyday life. That is witchcraft. It is
commonly believed throughout sub-Sahara Africa that someone who usually lives in proximity
might have invisible power and harm them. Witches are physically indistinguishable from
ordinary people. It could be a spouse, a child, or a friend. The most beloved person could be the
most fearful enemy. This seminar will explore witchcraft phenomena in Africa, focusing on;

1) interrelationship between witchcraft and contemporary changes in Africa, and 2) the
existential dimension of witchcraft that convinces people of its realities.
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