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Eiko Tanimoto

President of the Board of Trustees, Chancellor, Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Chair, Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association

I would like to congratulate you on the publication of the 13th issue of the Alumni Association's newsletter, Alumni.

With a status change of COVID-19 under the Infectious Disease Control Law, we have finally returned to “normal activity”
after three years of restrictions. On behalf of the university and students, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
Alumni Association for your continued cooperation and support during this time.

The environment surrounding university education is increasing severity due to the domestic birthrate declining at a
faster-than-expected rate. This year at Kansai Gaidai University, we launched the College of Global Engagement as well as the
School of English and Digital Communication in the College of Foreign Studies. Next spring, we will introduce the School of
Japan Studies and Global Communication in the College of Foreign Studies and the Division of International Future Career in
the Junior College. As difficult times only make us stronger, we are determined to prevail by taking this pinch to advance
educational reform.

The Alumni Association and its advancement throughout society is most welcome for both the university and students. As part
of our tradition of international exchange, we had our first homecoming event for the Asian Studies Program this year.
Furthermore, as we approach our 80th anniversary of establishment in 2025, I sincerely hope that the strong bond among
alumni and the Alumni Association, both at home and abroad, becomes the vitality to overcome difficulties, and in extension,
works toward the continued growth of the university.

I wish for the continued growth of the Alumni Association and continue to look forward to your assistance and encouragement.
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Hideyuki Fujiki cha

Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association (KGUAA)

After three years of the COVID pandemic, we have finally returned to our vibrant daily lives. In addition to our alma mater
Kansai Gaidai being affected during this time, Alumni Association activities were restricted, forcing the cancellation or
postponement of events such as our annual Homecoming Day and various chapter activities.

The Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association (KGUAA) is determined to reactivate its activity in hopes of making up for
stagnations caused by the COVID situation.

Last year, we were able to resume our Homecoming Day, and the Kyushu Branch held its inaugural meeting which had been
postponed due to COVID. In July of this year, the Hokuriku Branch was able to hold its inaugural meeting in Kanazawa. In
addition, the university hosted its first homecoming event for international students who have studied in the Asian Studies
Program. As we aim to continue working closely with our alma mater, we have been successful in renewing lifelong
relationships among all alumni.

With Japan's declining birthrate and aging population accelerating, we are forced to acknowledge the rigid environment
surrounding university education. In spite of this, the number of graduates from Kansai Gaidai University/College exceeded
200,000 this year.

KGUAA and our regional branches look to providing alumni with opportunities to re-establish old ties and friendships, while
actively committing to the advancement of our alma mater.

We sincerely hope that those of you reading this will take interest and participate in our alumni engagement activities and
help us make them more exciting than ever. We thank you for your continued cooperation.
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