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Eiko Tanimoto

President of the Board of Trustees, Chancellor, Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Chair, Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association

I would like to congratulate you on the publication of the 14th issue of the Alumni Association's newsletter, Alumni. I also wish
to express my sincere gratitude to you for your ongoing cooperation with the university and support for our students.

The population of 18-year-olds is declining at a much faster pace than expected due to the declining birthrate, creating an
extremely challenging environment for university education. To counter this, Kansai Gaidai has raised an “All Gaidai” goal to
pursue educational reform by reorganizing its faculties and departments.

Following the establishment of the College of Global Engagement and the School of English and Digital Communication in the
College of Foreign Studies last year, this spring we established the School of Japan Studies and Global Communication in the
College of Foreign Studies and the Division of International Future Career in the Junior College. Furthermore, establishment
plans next year for the School of Japan and Asian Studies in the College of Global Communication and Language are in
progress. With these additions, the university will have a total of four faculties, eight departments, and one course in the
university and two departments in the Junior College.

The number of graduates who have received degrees from our university now exceeds 200,000, and the domestic and
international network of alumni is a reassuring presence for us. As we approach our 80th anniversary next year, I hope that we
can further strengthen our ties with the alumni association and link them to the further growth of the university.

I congratulate you on the continued growth of the Alumni Association and look forward to your continued cooperation and
encouragement.
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Hideyuki Fujiki char

Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association (KGUAA)

The history of our alma mater, Kansai Gaidai (University and Junior College), began in 1945 shortly after the end of World War
II when Noboru and Takako Tanimoto used their personal funds to establish the Tanimoto Eigakuin (Tanimoto English
Academy) based on their beliefs that English education was imperative for the future of postwar Japan. Fast forwarding to next
year, in 2025, Kansai Gaidai will celebrate its 80th anniversary, and today boasts a brilliant achievement of having more than
200,000 graduates.

Today, Kansai Gaidai is known throughout Japan as well as internationally as being a highly regarded academic institution. This
development to date is the result of the concerted efforts of past and present presidents, chancellors, and faculty members
based on the beliefs of the founders.

Having said that, the reality in Japan is that the wave of an aging society along with a declining birthrate is approaching us at a
much faster pace than expected. Various universities and junior colleges in many parts of Japan have fallen below capacity and
have stopped accepting students. This reality is affecting Kansai Gaidai as well, regardless of its admirable developmental
achievements. Under these circumstances, the Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association (KGUAA) is committed to keeping
you abreast of the university's current situation, while expanding solidarity among alumni, and giving back to our alma mater.
We hope that you will continue to take interest in our alma mater and actively engage in KGUAA events, so that we can
flourish together with the university.

Finally, I would like to conclude my greetings by wishing all alumni good health and happiness.
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| first came to Kansai Gaidai University in April 1986, so | have worked here for over 38 years,
on three different campuses - Katahoko, Hotani, and Gotenyama - and have taught over 10,000
students. These 38 years have been a very interesting time in which many things have changed
at Kansai Gaidai and in Japan, and also many things have not changed. These are some things
which have changed since | first came to Kansai Gaidai: in 1986, smartphones and the internet
did not exist, and very few people owned a computer. There were no computers in the
university’s offices. Many students (especially boys) and teachers smoked cigarettes on campus,
and there were ashtrays outside every classroom. Almost all students had black hair. The
summers were cooler than they are now, and some classrooms did not have air conditioning. L )
Once a week, | had to teach in the Junior College building, which had no air conditioning.

However, many things have not changed since | first came to Kansai Gaidai in 1986. Throughout my time at Kansai Gaidai, most
of my students have been friendly and hard-working, and they say they want to learn English, but speaking it is difficult for them.
The Japanese government has been trying to improve English education for at least 40 years, but the number of Japanese people
who can speak English fluently is still very low. Also, throughout my time at Kansai Gaidai, most of my students have had
amazingly hard schedules because of lessons, part-time jobs, long commutes, homework, club activities, etc., and most students
do not get enough sleep (in my opinion). Many students say they feel tired a lot of the time, or all the time. Lastly, most of my
students know very little about the world outside of Japan.

Fortunately, | have been able to teach classes in which students can learn something about the world, and also think about things
which they have probably never thought about before. For example, | used to teach courses called Area Studies (Britain) and Area
Studies (Europe), in which | gave lectures about modern Britain and Europe. | also taught a seminar called Environmental
Awareness in which students learned about environmental problems such as global warming, destruction of forests, etc.
Furthermore, | have taught courses called Critical Thinking and Strategic Debate, in which | ask students to think about and
discuss topics such as “This campus should have a McDonalds”, “People should fly less”, “People should eat less meat”, “You
need to have a lot of money in order to be happy”, “Japan should accept more refugees”, “Smartphones should be banned in high
schools”, etc. One of the most enjoyable aspects of my job is getting students to think about topics such as these and express
their opinions about them. If a student disagrees with me, | am happy. The most important thing is that students think deeply and
carefully about these topics, and they do not respond like a robot or someone who has been brainwashed.

Lastly, | would like to say “Thank you” to everyone who took my lessons, and who have helped me have an interesting, happy,
and fulfilling life at Kansai Gaidai for over 38 years. Thank you so much. ;
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