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| hope this message finds you well and in high spirits.

| am pleased to announce that the members of our Alumni Association now number 170,000 and are doing great in their
careers. We annually invite some alumni as guest speakers who deliver lectures in the “Executive Seminar” events. |
am sure that our students are strongly stimulated and encouraged by their presentations.

| would particularly like to thank our members in Malaysia, where a branch office is to be launched on October 1, 2015,
for their kindness in offering a get-together event with our students studying in Malaysia.

In celebrating the 70th anniversary of foundation of Kansai Gaidai University, | sincerely hope that our cooperative

network and links will expand to include many more alumni and students.

cooperation with the Kansai Gaidai Alumni Association.

Kazushi
Chair

Hiromoto
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Kansai Gaidai University celebrates its 70th anniversary this November. What was once known as the
Tanimoto English Academy, a post-war cram school which specialized in English education, has become a
university where over 3,000 students receive their degrees each year. Spring 2018 will see the birth of a new
campus tentatively named Gotenyama Campus-Global Town, relocating the College of Global Communication
and Language from Gakkentoshi Campus to form a revolutionary global zone in conjunction with Nakamiya

- . Campus.

BEE The Alumni Association has also seen the successive births of its three domestic branches in Kanto, Kansai,
@§%§§§E and Chubu, and preparations are underway for the establishment of the Malaysia Branch, making it the second
=

overseas branch, after the Shanghai-China Branch.
Eiko Tanimoto, Chair

of the Board of Trustees
Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Chair

Kansai Gaidai Alumni Association for the university’s eternal advancement.
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In the 70 years since its foundation, Kansai Gaidai University has successfully expanded its study-abroad
network to 380 colleges and universities in 54 countries and regions. Being at the forefront of globalization,
our motto has been “Advancing to the other side of language.” Our alumni, who now number 170,000, have all
realized and made it to this destination.

One end of appraisal for this was largely introduced and publicized in a certain media outlet. In an image
survey conducted among publicly listed companies regarding the alma maters of their recruits, we attained
first place in “Interpersonal strength” and also ranked highly in both “Originality” and “Ability to take action.”
Overall, we came in 19th place. The direction that we have aimed to progress in has been acknowledged by
society thanks to the post-graduation dominance of our alumni.

Kansai Gaidai University continues to evolve aiming for the centennial of our foundation. We hope for a strong
cooperative relationship with all of you in the Alumni Association.

B

In advancing the university’'s cultivation and development of human resources in the 21st Century, the
organizational power of the Alumni Association along with the strength of alumni now numbering 170,000 is
nothing but promising in reliability. With the cooperation of these graduates who are globally very active, | hope
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Yoshitaka Tanimoto,
President

Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Vice Chair

Kansai Gaidai Alumni Association
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was no exception.

former students, and see them enjoying successful careers. Again congratulations to Kansai Gaidai!

First of all | want to send my congratulations to everyone at Kansai Gaidai on this the 70th anniversary of the founding. | began my
teaching career at Kansai Gaidai in 1969, three years after the Hirakata Katahoko Campus opened its doors. The Vietnam War was
still raging then and student protests were taking place on college campuses all throughout Japan, and the Kansai Gaidai Campus

In spite of the many difficulties Kansai Gaidai faced at that time, the school made very fast progress. | was somewhat involved in the
early efforts of the school to have exchanges with colleges overseas, and it has been amazing to see how international the school has
become and the great success it has had. And over the years | have been fortunate in being able to keep in touch with many of my
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| had the pleasure of studying in the Asian Studies program at Kansai Gaidai in 1984
after receiving a scholarship while an undergraduate at the University of Arkansas
Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences. As an art student and potter, | knew that the
opportunity to study and live in Japan would be transformative.

| gained a deeper understanding of Japanese history, traditional arts and culture, and |
also learned something about my current profession of teaching. | often recall how
effective the teacher was on the very first day of my class in Reading and Writing
Japanese. As | was riding the train home that day. | found myself already beginning to
read the many advertisements. Our teacher had helped us successfully memorize an
entire syllabary alphabet in one class period! But the most valuable gift Kansai Gaidai
gave me was the chance to meet so many wonderful people, and to realize the value of
enduring friendship.
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