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President of the Board of Trustees, KGU
Eiko Tanimoto

Our path of 70 years was not always smooth but
rather full of challenges—the opening of English
School right after the war, establishment of the
two-year and four-year programs, expansion of the
international network, and the list goes on.

We cleared hurdles one by one with support and
cooperation from everyone.

The 38 years of Development of Kansai Gaidai
written by the late Sadato Tanimoto, the former
President, is his autobiography written 30 years ago.
The book describes his strong passion and struggles
in his younger days.

He was a student of Osaka University of Commerce,
the predecessor of the current Osaka City University,
when he was asked by Noboru and Takako
Tanimoto to help them open the English school.
Literally wearing two hats, he devoted himself to the
preparations by distributing fliers and even
renovating the school buildings.

At the time of establishment of the two-year college,
Sadato Tanimoto exerted himself to secure land, raise
funds and hire teaching staff. Due to insufficient
funds, the Ministry of Education seriously questioned
the establishment of the school, but he was finally
successful.

Immediately after the four-year university was
launched, he aggressively approached many overseas
institutions for partnerships to accomplish his
long-time wish, but those efforts did not bear fruit
easily in the beginning.

By making tremendous efforts in developing an
attractive curriculum and securing qualified faculty
members, he finally succeeded in obtaining approval
to offer a doctoral program, the very first of its kind
among universities of foreign studies in Japan. These
are just a few of his many achievements.

The motto of the late president was the FURYU,
which means “continuous innovation and
improvement.” We must make steps forward without
remaining the same position with this spirit.

The history of Kansai Gaidai is the realization of this
spirit with courage and strong passion for education.

Owing much to your kind support, Kansai Gaidai has
steadily made significant steps forward. However, we
should not be satisfied with where we stand now.

The environment surrounding us is rapidly changing
including the acceleration of demographic aging, and
rapid internationalization. Now we must work hard
to further improve the quality of our education to
make it internationally competitive. Competition
among the Japanese universities is becoming
extremely keen. Today, we reflect upon our history
to once again examine our origins, and then carry out
whatever it takes to make our university more
attractive and unique in order to effectively respond
to the needs of today’s society.
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| hope this message finds you well and in high spirits. |
wish to express my sincere gratitude for your continuing
cooperation and support for the Kansai Gaidai University
Alumni Association.

Last year, we celebrated the 70th anniversary of our
university’s foundation, and this year 2016 marks the
50th anniversary of the College of Foreign Studies, which
continues to prosper at the current Nakamiya campus.

All the chapters of the Kansai Gaidai University Alumni
Association have been very active, and the key for this
success is the bond among the alumni members. | hope
that this network will be further expanded and more active
interactions with students will be realized.

In 2018, the Gotenyama Campus-Global Town will be
completed and the College of Global Communication and
Language will be relocated to this new site. | am sure
this project will be another significant step for the further
enhancement of our University. | would like to conclude
my remarks by asking for your continuing support for the
Alumni Association.
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On the 50 years
since our university’s foundation

Eiko Tanimoto

President of the Board of Trustees
Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Chair

Kansai Gaidai Alumni Association

Kansai Gaidai University commemorates it 50th
anniversary this year for both its foundation as a
full-fledged four-year university and the establishment
of the College of Foreign Studies. Following last year’s
70th year anniversary of our foundation as an
educational institute, this has become another
memorial year. What started 50 years ago with its first
entrance ceremony with no roof has now grown into
this massive establishment. The successes of and
support from our alumni, both domestically and
globally, have been a large part of this, for which | am
tremendously grateful.

This memorable year also marks the beginning of a
major project for us - the construction of the
Gotenyama Campus Global Town scheduled to open in
the spring of 2018. In addition to relocating the
College of Global Communication and Language from
Gakkentoshi Campus to form an integration with
Nakamiya Campus, we are constructing an
International Seminar House facility which will house
up to 700 students. This new environment for
international exchange will serve as a platform for the
further cultivation of global minds.

Universities are now entering a stringent era of
“survival.” We would like to use this 50th anniversary
as an opportunity to push forward in our pursuit of
quality and appeal as a university. We thank you for
your continued support and wish you continued health,
happiness, and success in your endeavors.
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